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PE and drama in a venue with a difference

LEGISLATION is to be introduced 
to stop thieves who strip churches 
of their lead, leaving parishes 
facing bills of thousands of 
pounds in roof repairs.

The new law, introduced by 
Secretary of State Theresa May, 
will make it a crime to sell scrap 
metal for cash. In her amendment 
to existing legislation, Mrs May 
said: “Cash transactions for 

scrap metal are often completed 
without any proof of personal 
identification or proof that the 
individual legitimately owns the 
metal being sold. This leads to 
anonymous, low risk transactions 
for those individuals who steal 
metal.”

She went on to say that the 
cash payments mean poor 
record keeping and can lead to 

tax evasion. The new law comes 
into force after the Government 
announced in November 
2011 a £5m dedicated metal 
theft taskforce to enhance law 
enforcement.

She added: “These 
amendments are part of our 
wider attempts to tackle all 
stages in the illegal trading of 
stolen scrap metal and we shall 

bring forward further measures 
in due course.”

Natalie Merry, Secretary of the 
Diocesan Advisory Committee 
for the Diocese of Oxford, 
said: “This legislation is what 
we hoped would happen and it 
has happened sooner than we 
expected.” 

The Ven. Karen Gorham, the 

CHILDREN are enjoying lessons 
in a venue with a difference in an 
Oxfordshire village.

Pupils at Stoke Row CE 
Primary School are using St 
John the Evangelist Church. The 
idea came from PCC members 
who wanted to remove the pews 
and transform the church into a 
more flexible, informal worship 
venue. 

They had no way of raising 
the funds, and when the school 
decided it needed a new hall, 
the vicar, the Revd Kevin Davies, 
got together with the then head 
teacher. 

Kevin said: “It’s a simple 
square Victorian building 
with no aisles or nave and the 
sanctuary is separated by a rail. 
The headteacher was able to get 
funding from the diocese to do 
this and I thought it was what 
we’d wanted all along.” 

Mary Bather, head teacher, 
said: “We had always used the 
church for assemblies, but when 
the pews were there that’s all we 
could use if for.  Pupils enjoy PE in the newly refurbished St John the Evanelist Church, Stoke Row. 

Photo: KT Bruce

New laws to prevent lead theft warmly welcomed

By Jo Duckles
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COntinueD On Page thRee



the Door MaRch 20122

Prayer and Reflection

 February prayer diary compiled by John Manley 

SUNDAY 4 Cowley Deanery: area Dean Bruce 
gillingham, lay chair andy gosler, secretary Rachel 
edwards, treasurer trevor Jones; ecumenical 
representatives: Roger Burne, David Parry. the 
people, PCCs, wardens and support staff of the 
Deanery.  the Church of england.

SUNDAY 11: the MP and local government 
councillors serving the people of the Deanery of 
Cowley. the Church of hong Kong.

SUNDAY 18 Newbury Deanery: area Dean Rita 
Ball, assistant area Dean Denise Brown, lay chair 
John hughesdon, secretary Jane Burrell, treasurer 
Martin Cawte. the Chaplain to the deaf Roger 
Williams. the people, PCCs, wardens and support 
staff of the Deanery. the parishes of Lambourn, 
eastbury and east garston now in interregnum, and 
for the development of vocations to ordained and 
lay ministry in this Deanery. the Church of the indian 
Ocean.

SUNDAY 25: the Diocesan Board of Mission, chair 
the Bishop of Oxford and staff. the MP and local 
government councillors serving the people of the 
Deanery of newbury. the Church of ireland.

Prayer to the Father through the Son in 
the power of the Spirit for:

Thu 1 Blackbird Leys: clergy Roger 
Burne, Pamela Baker; heather Carter,  
adam Stevenson (Free Church 
Minister). 

Fri 2 Cowley: clergy howard thornton, 
gordon hickson, Richard Chand. 
Oxford St Christopher (VC), Oxford St 
Francis (VC), Oxford St James (VC) 
Schools. 

Sat 3 Cowley St John: clergy adam 
Romanis, Matt Rees, Benjamin Williams; 
LLMs Jon Bowden, Janet Proudman, 
Philip Clayton. Oxford SS Mary & John 
(Va) School.
 
Mon 5 Headington Quarry: clergy 
tim Stead, alastair Wood, Caroline 
Wilson, Peter Boulton-Lea; lay pastor 
Deidre twycross. 

6 Tue Headington St Andrew: clergy
Darren McFarland. Oxford St andrew’s 
(VC) School. 

Wed 7 Headington St Mary: clergy 
Maggie thorne; LLM John Chesworth. 
 
Thu 8 Highfield: clergy James 
Cocke; LLMs James Larminie, eve 
Vause. 

Fri 9 Iffley: clergy andrew McKearney, 
LLM Sarah McKearney. 

Sat 10 Littlemore: clergy Margreet 
armitstead, teresa Morgan.  the Jh 
newman (Va) School, the Oxford 
academy.

Mon 12 Marston & Elsfield: clergy 
tony Price, anne holmes, alison Price; 
LLMs David Cranston, Robert Bruce 
(emeritus). 

Tue 13 New Marston: clergy elaine 
Bardwell; LLM alison Salvesen. Oxford 
St Michael’s (Va) School. 

Wed 14 Oxford St Clement: clergy 
Bruce gillingham, Jonathan Brant; LLMs 
toby garfitt, theresa gray, Ken howson 
(emeritus).  

Thu 15 Sandford on Thames: clergy 
Robert Morgan; LLMs Liz Shatford, 
Brian andrews. 

Fri 16 East Downland: clergy John 
toogood, Denise Brown. Beedon (VC), 
Stockcross (Va) Schools. 

Sat 17 West Downland: clergy John 
townend, Mary harwood. Brightwalton 
(Va), Chaddleworth (VC), Shefford 
(VC), Welford & Wickham (VC) Schools. 

Mon 19 Eastbury with East 
Garston: the leadership team and 
congregation.

Tue 20 Greenham: clergy John Clarke, 
Brian Jones, John Bramhall. 

Wed 21 Hermitage Team: clergy Rita 
Ball, tony Lynn, Martin Cawte; LLM 
Wendy Willoughby-Paul. Cold ash St 
Mark’s (VC), Compton (VC), hampstead 
norreys (VC), Yattendon (Va) Schools.

Thu 22 Hungerford with Denford: 
clergy andrew Sawyer.

23 Fri Lambourn: the leadership team 
and congregation.  Lambourn (VC) 
School.

24 Sat Newbury (including Speen): 
clergy Will hunter Smart, Paul Cowan, 
Mohan uddin, Sarah alexander; LLMs 
Jane Sutton, elizabeth Pook; youth 
minister Paul Reisbach. newbury St 
John evangelist (Va), newbury St 
nicolas (Va) Schools.

Mon 26 Shaw cum Donnington: 
clergy Marion Wood. Shaw cum 
Donnington (VC) School. 

Tue 27 Thatcham: clergy Mark Bennet, 
Brenda harland. thatcham Park (VC) 
School.

Wed 28 Walbury Beacon: clergy 
James Cook, Cathy Pynn, Matthew 
Cookson, Caroline Robinson, Margaret 
Yates. enborne (Va), Kintbury St Mary’s 
(VC) School.

Thu 29 Ripon College Cuddesdon 
& The Oxford Ministry Course: 
Principal Martyn Percy, the staff and 
students. 

Fri 30 St Stephen’s House: Principal 
Robin Ward, the staff and students. 

Sat 31 Wycliffe Hall: Principal 
Richard turnball, the staff and students.

Sundays
The angel said to her, ‘Do not be afraid, Mary, for 
you have found favour with God. And now, you will 
conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you will 
name him Jesus. He will be great, and will be called 
the son of the Most High’. (Luke 1:30-32a, NRSV)

The ‘Lent Lily’

 (the following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.)

Every spring, my mother and 
I make a series of flower 
pilgrimages. January finds 
us looking for the first 
aconites in the University 

Parks. In early February, we visit the 
snowdrops at Kingston Bagpuize 
House or in the churchyard at Great 
Tew. Mid-February sees the first buds 
break on the flowering almond outside 
the Church of St. Mary the Virgin on 
Oxford High Street. Late February is a 
race everywhere between St David and 
Housman’s ‘Lent lilies’, the daffodils. 
Will they be out in time for 1 March? 
When I was a child, they never quite 
were; now, more often than not, they 
are, and I am torn between satisfaction 
and worries about global warming.

These little local pilgrimages are given 
depth by the fact that the flowers never 
bloom at exactly the same time in any 
two years, and some of them may even 
have been dug up in the interim. Not 
only do we need to make time to visit 
them, and tune our hearts and minds to 
appreciate them; we also have to travel 
in hope that they will be there at all, and 
in flower, the day we arrive.

Housman’s poem captures the 
poignancy of flowers that bloom early 
to tell us that summer is coming, but do 
not live to see summer in all its glory. 
They remind me of those characters in 
the gospels – Simeon and Anna, John 
the Baptist – who meet and recognize 
Jesus early in his life, but do not live 

to see Easter Day. In some ways, these 
characters feel themselves blessed. They 
have seen the Messiah, and they are full 
of joy and gratitude. In some ways, they 
die with their faith and hope unfulfilled, 
before they can witness the salvation 
which they foretold.

At certain times of year, especially 
in Advent and Lent, these gospel 

characters reflect our own complex state 
of faith. For us, in one sense, Easter Day 
has already come, and we can rejoice in 
God’s saving grace. In another sense, we 
are still waiting for the scriptures to be 
fulfilled. The world has not been wholly 
transformed by the Resurrection. Most 
of us do not feel perfectly at one with 
God. The Kingdom has not yet come. 

We are hopeful and doubtful by turns. 
Will any of us live to see salvation?

Lent is a time of waiting and praying, 
of hoping for grace and facing our 
doubts and fears. Does God truly love 
us, ourselves? Are we forgiven? Is the 
Kingdom open to us? If it is, why are 
we still so imperfect, so graceless, so 
uncertain of ourselves? As we ponder 
these questions, Lent is also a good 
time to remember Christians of the past 
who by their faith have strengthened 
our assurance of grace. Not only 
Simeon, Anna and John, but also the 
saints of March: David and Patrick the 
missionaries, Cuthbert, Gregory and 
Chad, the martyr Perpetua and the 
monk Benedict. They too, in their time, 
waited for Easter through the long weeks 
of Lent. They too prayed for forgiveness 
and reconciliation; and though they 
died without seeing the fulfillment of 
the Kingdom, they left us a powerful 
legacy of hope. Like Housman’s Lent 
lilies, their lives were radiant with the 
promise of glory.

The Revd Dr Teresa Morgan is a member 
of the team in the Littlemore Benefice.  

   

the Revd Teresa Morgan uses 
The Lent Lily, a poem by ae 
housman as inspiration for a   
reflection on Spring and Lent. 

‘Tis spring; come out to ramble 
The hilly brakes around,

For under thorn and bramble
About the hollow ground
The primroses are found.

And there’s the windflower, chilly
With all the winds at play,
And there’s the Lentern lily
That has not long to stay 
And dies on Easter day…

a. E. housman
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News

Yellow Braces 40 
year special
YeLLOW Braces, the diocesan 
weekend for young people, will 
be happening over the weekend 
of 6 to 8 July at the hill end 
Residential Centre. 
   it will be the chance to 
experience Christian community, 
have fun, and explore life, faith 
and meaning. hot chocolate, 
water balloon volleyball, great 
food and the night hike will all be 
features. it is believed it is the 
40th anniversary of the event, 
so it would be great to collect 
stories from Yellow Brace’s 
history. 
   to register an interest, come as 
a leader or invite diocesan youth 
adviser ian MacDonald to talk 
about the event at your church 
email ian.macdonald@oxford.
anglican.org or call Carolyn Main 
on 01865 208257.

Glyn appointed 
deputy lieutenant
Canon glyn evans has been 
appointed as a deputy lieutenant 
to the Lord Lieutenant of 
Oxfordshire, tim Stevens. 
   glyn, the Diocese of Oxford’s 
rural officer, will assist in the role 
of representing the Queen in the 
county. along with formal tasks 
he will help to encourage positive 
contributions to community life 
in Oxfordshire, particularly from 
volunteering activity. glyn has 
been an ordained priest for 30 
years working in Coventry and 
Warwickshire before coming to 
the Oxford Diocese in 1989. as 
well as his diocesan role he his 
the central england Regional 
Director for the Farm Crisis 
network, an honorary Canon 
of Christ Church Cathedral, 
Oxford, honorary Patron of the 
Oxfordshire Rural Community 
Council and a trustee of the 
archway Foundation. 

New Pastoral Care 
DVD launched
REACHING OUT - A Practical 
Guide to Pastoral Care is a new 
DVD produced by the Pastoral 
Care Forum of the Diocese of 
Oxford.
      Reaching Out is a resource 
to help individuals and Christian 
communities reflect on the 
nature of pastoral care, and to 
improve their practice. three 
pieces of drama depict true-to-
life scenarios. the DVD includes 
written discussion materials and 
ideas for Biblical reflectin. the 
DVD costs £5 plus £1 p&p and 
can be ordered from helen Keely 
on helen.keely@oxford.anglican.
org or 01865 208214.  also look 
out for Christianity: A Simple 
Guide - the latest publication in 
our Living Faith series, from the 
communications department on 
01865 208225. 

IN BRIEF

FIREFIGHTERS spent 12 hours 
battling a blaze at St Mary the 
Virgin Church in Charlbury, 
Oxfordshire.

The crews sawed through the 
roof to stop the fire spreading 
to the rest of the 12th century 
building, which was damaged 
by smoke and water. A clean-
up operation has been launched 
by specialists from Ecclesiastical 
Insurance.

The fire broke out on Sunday 
12 February just after noon. 
It is believed the fire started 
accidentally. The congregation 
and clergy had just left after 
the Sunday morning service and 
Associate Priest, the Revd Jan 
Fielden, said the first she knew 
of the blaze was when there was 
a knock at her door at 12.55pm.

Jan hoped the church would 
be open for services within the 
next couple of weeks, but said 
that it would take longer to 
replace the kitchen and other 
parts of the building that were 
damaged by smoke and water.

“We can still go into the 
church, even the room where 
the fire started, although it is 
blackened and charred. 

“We hope to have services in 
the church by next week but 
some of our activities, like our  
Font Café, our community café 
which is very successful, will have 
to be cancelled until the kitchen 
is replaced.”

Archives of old baptism and 
burial records were soaked as 
the fire was extinguished. But 
an expert from English Heritage 
suggested placing them in a 
deep freeze to save them. 

Jan added: “So many people 
have been so kind and asked 
what they can do to help. There 
are a lot of people who got 
married here or have links to the 
church and have told us they are 

really upset. Ecclesiastical are 
fantastic and everything has to 
be cleaned up and repaired by 
specialists. If people want to do 
something to help I’d encourage 
them to pray for us.”

Firefighters save historic church

Above: Fire crews work to contain the fire at St Mary’s. Photo: Adrian Lack

By Jo Duckles

“The only thing we can’t do 
is serve dinners in it,” said Mrs 
Bather. “We’ve bought new PE 
equipment and we have our 
own cupboard in the church 
and the county council is 
paying the rent to the church. 

“When the church was 
just the church the children 
regarded it as the church. Now 
they go in to do PE and go 

in to worship they have learnt 
that it is a different atmosphere 
and treat it differently. We have 
assemblies in it four times per 
week.”

Now the PCC is hoping to 
complete a £50,000 project for 
a kitchenette and toilet in the 
building.  Mrs Bather hopes 
that if this comes to fruition, 
she will be able to negotiate use 
of the facilities with the church.

PE and drama in a venue with  a difference
COntinueD FROM Page One

New legislation to prevent lead theft 

Archdeacon of Buckingham, 
said: “The ongoing theft of 
metal has been a constant 
problem for our churches over 
the last five years.  The patience, 
resolve and determination 
of our congregations not to 
be beaten by the thieves in a 
climate of limited insurance 
payouts has to be admired and 
applauded. 

“I welcome the Government’s 
intervention.  The regulation 
of scrap metal dealers is long 
overdue and I hope will go 
some way to halting what has 
become an expensive and 
disruptive problem.”

The Bishop of Oxford, 
the Rt Revd John Pritchard, 
said: “I am delighted with the 
legislation. We have needed it 
for years and have suffered the 

consequences of its absence 
with scores of churches in 
the Diocese being targeted, 
sometimes five or six times. 

“I have been in touch with 
the Chief Constable of Thames 
Valley Police several times and 
I’m very glad with the scale 
of response that is now being 
put together. I’m also full of 
admiration for the way that 
churches and church wardens 
have refused to be knocked 
back by these attacks and have 
risen to the challenge again 
and again by putting their 
churches back in order, and 
at the same time raising more 
money to repair their roofs. 

“The people of God show 
themselves to be endlessly 
resourceful and hopeful and 
I’m very grateful.”

COntinueD FROM Page One

Students create new pews

above are Lecturer Paul Tear and the Revd David Williams, front 
are Buckinghamshire New University students ann Newbold, 
Dortothy Rayner and amber Bailey. They restored one historic 
pew and made a new one for the church, where a £1.4 million 
refurbishment and redecoration project is taking place. 
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For the sports fans:
Don’t worry, you don’t need to 

miss out on the Games as we’ll be 
bringing you live, large-screen 
action in our dedicated venues.

Join us for an unforgettable week to get  
inspired, empowered and fired up to change 
lives, communities and the nation!

SUMMER 2012: 
UNLEASHED

London & South East
Saturday 21 – Friday 27 July 2012
Royal Bath and West Showground, Somerset

North & East
Saturday 28 July – Friday 3 August 2012
Newark and Nottinghamshire County 
Showground, Newark

Central & South West
Sunday 29 July – Saturday 4 August 2012
Royal Bath and West Showground, Somerset

www.new-wine.org/summer

advertisement Feature
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Running wild in new 
improved play areas. 
St nicholas Ce infants School in Wallingford 
has begun a project to improve its outdoor 
play areas with the creation of an enchanted 
Wood, a Wildlife area, new playground 
markings and a multi surface path for trike and 
scooter riding.
   the school’s bramble and ivy filled copse 
will be transformed into the Fairy King and 
Queen’s Kingdom with space to run in and 
out of the trees and a storytelling throne and 
toadstool seats. the Wildlife area which 
includes a pond will be used for supervised 
visits and both areas open up new resources 
for the children’s imagination to literally run 
wild in.
   a new playground design of a train track 
and airport will give focus to new games. For 
the little ones, a path made of several different 
surfaces will link their new sandpit to their 
playground area and in time will include a 
woodland area and wildflower areas for lots of 
new games and play.

Swedish visitors
the Rt Revd Jan-Olof Johansson will be 
making his first visit to Oxford as Bishop of 
Växjö, our Swedish partner diocese, from 
9th-12th March.  he will be accompanied 
by Växjö’s media officer, Charlotte granrot 
Frenberg, area Dean, Peter Åström, and by 
elsa Jonsson, the deputy chair of the Diocesan 
Board. they will be in Buckinghamshire on 
10th March and spending most of 11th with 
curates at Church house before attending 
evensong in Christ Church Cathedral. 

News
IN BRIEF

Looking again at our finances

Money can cause 
difficulties even in the 
closest relationships. 
It exerts forces and 
pressures which Jesus 

recognised - the many  references to 
money in the New Testament reflect its 
significance. For the Church family it is 
no different. 

We are taught not to worry about the 
future but we are part of a society in 
recession and many of us are affected 
in some way by financial difficulties – or 
by fear of them.  Many, but not all, of 
our churches have ageing congregations 
and a strong sense of responsibility for 
maintaining costly historic buildings. An 
increasing number of parishes report 

that they are using reserves repeatedly, 
rather than exceptionally, to balance 
the books.  Some parishes on the other 
hand are growing strongly and want to 
use funds locally rather than contribute 
to broader financial responsibilities. 

Particularly at times like these it 
is important, in the church, that we 
talk to each other, that the finances 
are understood, and that we have 
agreement about the way forward. 

Having said that,  we have come a 
long way. The parish share scheme,  
introduced in  1998 and subsequently 
linked to ministry planning, helped 
us to move from being a diocese 
receiving large grants from the Church 
Commissioners  to one that not only 
provides the full cost of  stipends but  
has also taken on the pension and other 
“employment” costs of our clergy. At 
the same time as doing this, parishes 
are  keeping church buildings in better 
shape than ever before. 

Many parishioners have taken 
on significantly greater financial 
responsibilities to ensure the living 
Church thrives. The share scheme is 
creaking now and is being revised, 
as is the calculation of ministry 
costs. New data provided by parishes 
and government sources are being 
explored to develop a formula which is 
understandable and fair and which will 
serve us well in the coming years.

 We are not moving away from our 
commitment to mutual support where 
it is needed. That is part of being the 
Body of Christ: recognising the justice 
of the more wealthy supporting  those 
with less. However there is also a proper 
need for accountability: we need to 
explain to each other what our hopes 
and constraints are, and be willing to 
have our assumptions tested. In some 
places it may never be possible to raise 
the necessary funds locally, for good 
and genuine reasons. But we need to 

understand what it is to be Church in 
those places and respond together to 
ensure that ministry can be provided 
across the diocese. 

Those at Diocesan Church House 
are part of that process too. During 
the autumn we have been looking at 
our own work, checking  whether there 
are ways in which we can reduce costs 
or increase income. We have been 
re-examining our work to ensure that 
it  is focused in the best way to support 
parochial ministry. We need further 
conversations to make sure that our 
work will be appropriate and tailored to 
future parish needs. 

The discussions to take place 
throughout the rest of the year, 
particularly at Diocesan Synod and 
the autumn financial consultations,  
will be very significant as we agree the 
framework for the next stage of the 
funding of the Church in our Diocese.

Oxford’s Diocesan Secretary 
Rosemary Pearce explains some 
of the financial reviews currently 
taking place. 

PUPILS, staff and governors at All 
Saints CE Primary School, Wokingham 
celebrated the opening of their new 
£1.3m building last month. 

The building was officially opened by 
the Rt Reverend Andrew Proud, Bishop 
of Reading, in a special assembly. The  
facilities were funded by Wokingham 
Borough Council and the Oxford 

Diocese.  New facilities include a library, 
servery and dining area, administration 
areas, medical room, staff and disabled 
toilets, staff room and three refurbished 
classrooms.  Outside improvements 
include a central courtyard area and 
improved access and parking.

Tina Norman, Headteacher, said: “The 
special Assembly was a celebration of 

all that is great about our school. We 
felt very privileged that  The Bishop 
of Reading, The Rt Revd Andrew 
Proud  was able to come and share our 
celebration and bless our new school 
building and refurbishment. This was 
truly a day to remember, we are all 
very proud of our school facilities and 
grounds.”

Wokingham celebrates new building

Photo: All Saints, Wokingham. 
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Comment extra

Women Bishops 

Another step on the journey

General Synod took another 
step in the painfully slow limp 
towards the consecration of 
the first woman bishop. For 

most people it is difficult to understand. 
In the real world it would be impossible 
to have all male senior leadership from 
which women were barred by law. It’s 
obvious: stop treating women within 
the church with discrimination. Change 
the law and get on with more important 
issues. 

The trouble is that there are a few 
folk, (in Bucks it’s three per cent of 
worshippers), who genuinely believe 
that God tells them otherwise. In the 
face of the whole gospel, which is 
passionate about justice and equality, 
it is hard to see how this works, but 
nevertheless that is their position. 

As Christians we are of course called 
to compassion and understanding, 
and to that end we have before us a 
measure which will provide for women 
bishops to delegate their authority to 
an alternative male bishop (suitably 
untainted by not having ordained any 
women). He will serve those who, in 

conscience, feel they can’t accept a 
woman’s authority or sacramental 
ministry. 

This measure was the basis of the 
consultation which has been taking 
place over the past months in our 
Dioceses. Overwhelmingly local 
people just wanted to get on with it 
and 42 out of the 44 Dioceses voted 
in favour of this legislation. The 
opposition was captured by a motion 
put forward by the Manchester 
Diocese who, whilst affirming the 
desire for woman bishops, felt that 
the safeguards for the minority 
were not sufficient. 

At a previous General Synod 
the Archbishops had made just 
such a proposal which Synod had 
not accepted and this February 
the same thing happened.  There was 
no appetite for overturning the clear 
mandate from the Dioceses and the 
House of Bishops now have to finalise 
the legislation. They have the technical 
power to amend it ‘as they see fit’ but 
since most of them voted on the record 
for this measure they are accountable to 
their own people for standing by their 
declared position. 

If they make any ‘substantial’ changes 
then the whole thing will have to be 
referred back to the Diocesan Synods 
and nobody wants that. To ensure that 
the July General Synod finally puts this 

to bed, there are three areas where we 
need to put our energy. 

We need to be asking our Bishops 
not to amend the measure but to stand 
by their vote in their own Synods. We 
need to help the laity in General Synod 
to see that there is indeed sufficient 
‘protection’ enshrined in the measure 
as it stands, and we need to get across 
the message that a defeat in the July 
General Synod would be disastrous for 
the Church.

The Revd Canon Rosie Harper is Vicar 
of Great Missenden and Chaplain to the 

Bishop of Buckingham. 

The Revd Canon Rosie Harper 
describes her view of Febru-
ary’s General Synod debate on 
Women Bishops in the Church of 
England. 

Hunger

The Rt Revd Dena Harrison, Suffragan Bishop of 
Texas, at a Purple Party for women clergy in our 
Diocese in 2008.  

Last summer I had the 
privilege of travelling to 
Kenya with Christian Aid to 
visit two of our local partner 
organisations who are 

supporting communities living with and 
affected by HIV. While I was there, I met 
a 15-year-old girl called Jackline who was 
living in Korogocho; a slum in Nairobi 
that is home to more than 100,000 
people. Jackline’s mother had died of 
an HIV-related illness in 2010 and since 
then Jackline had been caring for five of 
her younger siblings and cousins. 

They were living in a tiny, dark room. 
As the only remaining caregiver for 
the children, Jackline was unable to 
attend school and instead spent her days 
washing out plastic carrier bags in order 
for them to be reused, for 20 Kenyan 
shillings a day - the equivalent of 15p. 
It was devastating to hear Jackline talk 
about the reality of living in extreme 
poverty. 

The food, she told us, was not always 
there. Sometimes the children cried 
because there was nothing to eat and 
they were forced to go to bed hungry. 
I thought about the burden placed 
on Jackline; herself still a child, and 
wondered how on earth 15pence could 

feed six children every day. 
Just a couple of months before my trip 

to Kenya, I had taken part in Live Below 
the Line, both as a way of raising money 
for Christian Aid, and also as a way of 
raising awareness of the fact that 1.4 
billion people around the world, people 
like Jackline and her siblings, live on less 
than the equivalent of £1 a day. I knew 
that it would be a challenge, but I had 
no idea how much it would impact upon 
my sense of well-being. 

I love to cook and I love to eat 
with friends, but during that week, 
mealtimes, instead of being something 
to look forward to, became monotonous 
and a time to refuel, rather than enjoy. 
Thoughts of food occupied my mind 
almost all the time, and I started to 
think about the emotional and mental 
nourishment that food gives us as well as 
the physical nourishment, all of which 
were absent that week. 

I was shocked by how much my 
concentration suffered. Writing an essay 
I couldn’t seem to focus my mind, or 
articulate my thoughts and so I kept 
thinking about the millions of children 
who go to school hungry every day, 
and who are unable to focus and study 
because of hunger. 

Writing this now and preparing to 
take part in Live Below the Line again, 
I’m thinking of Jackline and the young 
children that she was caring for. I’m 
trying to imagine how she made the 
difficult choices that she was forced to 
make and I’m wondering how anybody 
could live off £1 a day, let alone 15p 
between six children. 

While I’ll only be living on £1 a day 

for five days, I’m hoping that Live Below 
the Line and the awareness that it will 
generate, compels people to act for 
change in our world. 

Amy Merone (pictured above) is the 
Regional Co-ordinator for Christian Aid for 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire, Buckinghamshire, 
Bedfordshire and Hertfordshire. Jackline 
and her five siblings and cousins are now 
living at the KENWA Children’s Home in 
Muranga (run by a Christian Aid partner 
organisation).

Amy Merone was one of 
thousands of people who took 
part in last year’s Live Below the 
Line: a challenge to live on £1 
worth of food a day for five days. 
this year Bishop John will be join-
ing the campaign.  

ONLINE @to take part in this year’s campaign 
see www.livebelowtheline.com/
uk-christianaid

Award winning 
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Makers of the revolutionary 
 Canterbury and York Lecterns

www.fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk

NATIONAL
FRUIT
SPECIALISTS

FREE SPECIALIST 
CATALOGUE 
AVAILABLE

Over 300 apple varieties
on M26 (8ft) and many on M27 (4ft)

Patio Trees, Upright Cordons, Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more!

Prices held from 2010 
for the Olympic Year

DEACONS NURSERY
Godshill, Isle of Wight PO38 3HW

01983 840750 (24hrs)
Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575
Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

or visit our website
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk
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Bound Biographies
helps people write
their life stories, 
producing quality 
illustrated copies for
family and friends. 
DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 
HAVE YOU started
writing and got stuck? 
OR ARE YOU just
thinking about it?
Contact Sally Gray at

Writing Your Life Story?

67 Conway Close, Houghton Regis, Beds
LU5 5SB 

Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net

CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE?

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS?

www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33
Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail

When phoning please quote TD0312

Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 
Hoghton, Preston PR5 0SN
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Unearthing your green fingers

LAST year a group of people 
from the Home – an 
experimental Anglican 
community in Oxford got 
together to embark on a 

Grow Zones project.
The scheme saw them join forces to 

share tools, expertise and fellowship in 
each others’ gardens, and grow their 
own food.  After Saturday mornings 
spent gardening, the community then 
enjoyed a shared lunch. The scheme 
was such a success that last month they 
got together to plan their Grow Zones 
for 2012. 

Matt Freer, a member of Home and 
the Oxford Diocese’s Environmental 
Officer, spearheaded the scheme.

The Revd Matt Rees, who runs Home, 

said: “Lots of people feel instinctively 
that they want to make more of their 
small plot of earth but don’t know 
how or where to start. Grow Zones is a 
simple and fun way to do all that.”

Polly Freer said one of 
the gardening days saw 
them create a garden 
that could be better used 
as it was much tider. 
“It had paths created, 
new beds ready for lots 
of potatoes and my 
favourite, a bug hotel 
that doubles as a washing 
basket stand!”

Jen Simmons said: “As 
a relatively new person to 
church, it has been great 
to get to know people in 
a relaxed and informal 

way. Growing food together is great for 
friendships, the environment and our 
health.”

Stephen Purbrick said: “Being 
Autumn it was mostly a matter of 
cutting stuff back, digging over beds 
and burning cutings. I particularly 
enjoyed the burning. I was amazed by 
what a group of people could achieve in 
a relatively short space of time. Working 
on a shared project with other people 
brings a group of people together. 
It’s also easty to chat while you work 
without it feeling forced.”

Ruth Ryder said she had learned 
how to grow different things as well as 
getting to know the Home community 
better. She said: “We dug three 
vegetable beds, panted potatoes, dug in 
manure and cut back overgrown plants 
during the spring visit and cleared the 

beds of runner beans and courgette 
plants in the autumn visit. It’s been a 
great way of getting to know people; 
it can be easier to chat about things 
more openly when you are working 
together on something practical. The 
kids have also got to know some of the 
adults better, which I think makes them 
feel more comfortable with them at 
church.” 

A Grow Zones kit is available to help 
everyone from seasoned gardeners 

to beginners to bring people together 
and start a group. Gardening writer 
and presenter Alys Fowler said: “At 
last an easy to use guide on how to get 
a community group up and running. 
This is a brilliant resource for anyone 
who wants to gather some like-minded 
people together to get gardening. Now 
all you have to do is get out there and 
garden!”

Keen gardeners from an Oxford 
church joined not-so-green 
fingered friends to set up Grow 
Zones to help each other sort out 
their gardens, grow their own food 
and enjoy fellowship. The Door 
finds out more. 

ONLINE @to start a grow Zones team in your 
area see www.growzones.com
if you are embarking on a gardening 
project with children, the following 
resources might be useful: www.
barnabasinchurches.org.uk/seeds/
www.barnabasinchurches.org.uk/a-
be-seed

Below, members of Home start work on Grow Zones. Pics above and top right: Istock. 

VULNERABLE families are getting 
clothes parcels for children thanks to 
a scheme set up by a Buckinghamshire 
churchgoer.

As a health visitor and mother of 
three Jo Preston is only too aware of how families 
constantly need clothes for growing children. So she 
set up the Dorcas Trust which collects good quality 
second hand clothing and distributes it to families 
who are in need. 

It is run in conjunction with her church, Holy 
Trinity, Hazlemere. “It started one Christmas when 
I realised some vulnerable families weren’t eligible 
for Christmas hampers . My parish church decided 
to put hampers together and from there we started 
doing clothing packs two years ago,” said Jo. “We 
accept referrals from health visitors and midwives 
and put packs together for families with babies and 
children under eight and make sure they know they 
are a gift, not a hand out.”

The trust has also linked with an organisation 
that works with offenders’ families. Last year it gave 
out 170 packs of clothing. Last year it gave out 30 
Mothering Sunday presents to single mums, and is 
planning to give out 50 this year.

“We give out Christmas presents for children up to 
16. We put together packs of colouring and puzzle 

books for younger children. We also have the Dorcas 
Back to School project and provided nearly 60 new 
school uniforms.

The project takes its name from Dorcas, (also 
known as Tabitha), a Biblical character from Acts 9 
vs 36 to 42. She makes clothes for the poor in Joppa 
and when she dies, Peter hears about her and raises 
her from the dead.

“Because she was raised from the dead, everyone 
heard about Jesus. I thought that was an amazing 
story. We are not faith promoting but every pack we 
give out has ‘with love from the Dorcas Project’ on it. 
We give them out in thick brown paper bags and they 
look really pretty. 

The Dorcas project does not have a referral criteria 
because Jo is aware that not all vulnerable families 
will automatically tick all the right boxes. 

“Sometimes people will be referred to us from 
families with drug or alcohol abuse, mental health 
problems or financial concerns,” she says.

She is keen to point out that it’s not her project but 
God’s project. She runs the scheme with Lyn Cove, 
who is also an NHS worker, four trustees and a team 
of people who put the packs together. 

Anyone interested in donating clothes to the 
project can email dorcas@rocketmail.com. 

Clothes for vulnerable children
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£150 towards surgery for
one child

£75 could cover half the 
cost of one surgery 

I want to give a child a second chance at life.

Mr/Mrs/Ms 

Address 

Postcode 

Email

Telephone 

Charge my gift to my: Visa  MasterCard  Maestro

Card No. 

Valid From Exp. Date Issue No. 

Signature

My cheque is enclosed, made payable to The Smile Train UK.

Use Gift Aid to increase your donation by 25%
■ YES, I would like Smile Train to claim Gift Aid on any donations
that I have made within the last 4 years and all donations I make in
the future until further notice. I confirm that I pay sufficient UK
income/capital gains tax to cover any tax that Smile Train will
reclaim from any donations that I make.

■ NO, I am not a UK taxpayer.

Send this coupon with your donation to:

The Smile Train UK, 
PO Box 909,
Northampton NN3 0BF

Free cleft surgery which takes as little as 45 minutes and
costs as little as £150, can give desperate children not just
a new smile – but a new life.

£30 towards an overnight
hospital stay

£ We’ll gratefully accept
any amount

Donate online: www.smiletrain.org.uk Call: 0870 127 6269 Text: SMILE to 07300

Each of these children needs
somebody who cares enough

to send £150. Once.

Ming, 6 months, China Shiva, 1 year, India Mot, 13 years, Cambodia

Durgap, 5 years, India Funmi, 8 years, Nigeria Salazar, 5years, Philippines

...deepen your faith by studying 
full time, part time or by 

distance learning

...deepen your ministry through  
engaging with biblical studies,  
doctrine and practical theology

...deepen your vision through  
our post-ordination and  

postgraduate courses

go 
deeper

admissions@stjohns-nottm.ac.uk     
0115 968 3203     
www.stjohns-nottm.ac.uk

Deciding on full time education is a 
tremendously important choice. In many cases 
the subject chosen can have repercussions 
throughout life, forming for many students 
the foundations of a lifetime’s career.  For 
a Christian of any age the choice of a 
theological, secular or social subject is likely 
to be emphasised as it will effect the student’s 
chosen path in the future.

A lot of prayer and advice will be undertaken in 
deciding what path to follow, even when inherent 
talents seem to make the choice a little more obvious. 
For younger Christians the path may have already been 
discussed when choosing subjects for ‘A’ levels but for 
many older Christians starting a course could well be a 
part of a change in life’s direction. It is worth spending 
time with family, friends and even the Vicar when 
making these important choices.
Making the choice for Theology really is one of those 
life defining decisions. The period of careful study 
leading on as it often does to a lifetime in ministry and 
mission.
There will be others who would like to understand the 
Bible better or have a real understanding of pastoral 
care in order to seek a new direction or to serve better 
in their current choice. 
There’s also the choice of college. For many some 
time away from home at University can be a time of 
self-discovery and growing, a chance to study whilst 
enjoying life in a different city. Others may well prefer 
to study somewhere closer to home. This can be due 
to the commitments such as family responsibilities or 
commitments to the local church or other organisations. 
Travelling times are also quicker, a boon for most 
students. Financial considerations can also be a reason 
to study a little closer to home.
There are many excellent Colleges and Universities 
offering the conveniences student life coupled with 
short journey times home. In some cases the sea or 
countryside is not far away.
For all the challenge of full time study should prove to 
be rewarding and fulfilling.

There will also be those who might be interested in 
one of the many distance-learning courses available 
today. There are many on offer catering for all ages 
and abilities. Such courses can help you in your private 
devotions and understanding of the Scriptures.

Foundations for the future
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Work: what’s it worth?

First impressions of the Bible 
may make us think that work is 
a bad thing. For his sins Adam 
was promised hard labour. 
The New Testament tells us 

that we are not saved by our good works 
(Eph 2:8,9). But there are more than 
600 references to work in the Bible. 
Jesus was a carpenter, the disciples were 
fishermen, and Paul was a tentmaker.

There is a difference between a job 
and work. We may stack supermarket 
shelves for £6 an hour but work is not 
just what we get paid to do.  A lot of 
work isn’t paid - caring for an elderly 
relative, cooking meals, or keeping a 
home glued together.

It’s all about attitude. It is about 
aligning who we are with what we do, 
and so it is a spiritual challenge. Good 
work comes from inside. One way of 
thinking about this is as vocation. The 
Jewish writer Martin Buber describes 
vocation as “a response to life’s calling 
to engage reality out of what is deepest 
and most sacred in us, especially 
our giftedness”. Frederick Buechner 
describes it as “the place where your 
deep gladness and the world’s great 
hunger meet”.

Let’s explore three aspects of 
vocation: 

Do you feel “called” to your 
work? Do you have a sense that 
someone or something outside 

yourself (and I don’t mean your boss) 
invites you to do the work you do?

Sadly through the years, the idea of 
a vocation has been distorted.  The 
spiritual was elevated over the secular.  
Religious service was considered 
superior to any other.  When I was 
growing up, some were called to “full 
time Christian service”.  In other words 
everyone else was, at best, in “part time 
Christian service”.

Martin Luther, the German reformer, 
opposed this view, saying that monks 
and priests did not differ in God’s sight 
from the labourer or home maker. 
All work is sacred. But this too can be 
distorted. By the time of the Industrial 
Revolution the idea that everyone has 
a calling was whittled down to everyone 
should have a job. 

Our first task, then, in thinking about 
making a difference through our work 
is to recover a correct understanding of 
a call. For the Christian, ultimately, the 
call comes from God and it is Him we 
serve - “whatever you do, work at it with 
all your heart, as working for the Lord, 
not for your masters” (Col 3:23). We are 
first called into relationship with God so 
that, as Os Guinness says, “everything we 
are, everything we do and everything we 
have is invested with a special devotion, 
dynamism, and direction lived out as a 
response to his summons and service.” 

This may be difficult for some. We 
tend to be cautious these days about 
suggesting that we have heard God 
speak to us. But there is something 
about a call that taps into the mystery 

that is life itself. Life demands a 
response. The word response comes 
from the Latin ‘respondere’, which 
means ‘to promise, to engage oneself’. 
Our response is not a calculation. 
There should be no ifs, buts or maybes. 
It is an unconditional, wholehearted 
commitment to service.

Unfortunately, too often, the ego 
of self-interest gets in the way. Carl 
Jung, the Swiss psychiatrist, made the 
distinction between individualism (the 
assertion of the self in our drive to make 
a mark in the world) and individuation 
(the emergence of our true identity in 
response to vocation). This deserves 
careful, and prayerful, consideration.

I could never have become a ballet 
dancer and early in my career, after 
completing a degree in electrical 

engineering, I realised I would never 
be a good engineer. It takes time to 
find our vocation, to discover what we 
are good at, “to do what we are”. This 
is particularly difficult in today’s work 
world. We take whatever job we can 
find. It is hard trying to ‘be yourself’ 
in a workplace that is doing its best to 
make you someone else. Too many jobs 
these days only allow us to bring a small 
part of ourselves into the workplace and 
this can be a source of frustration and 
stress. 

Whatever our circumstances we must 
try not to lose sight of how our work, 
whatever the circumstances, can help 
us grow. The workplace can teach us 
about ourselves, as we pay attention to 
our reactions, make more deliberate 
choices, and learn when to persist and 
when to desist. Paul said to the Romans: 
“Let your behaviour change, modelled 
by your new mind. This is the only way 
to discover the will of God and know 

what is good, what it is that God wants, 
what is the perfect thing to do” (Rom 
12:2).

So vocation is a response to a 
call that matches our ability and 
challenges us to grow. But to what 

are we called? Firstly, to be creative, to 
shape the world, bring beauty into the 
workplace. Use your imagination, play 
a little. But there is more. Since we 
serve God our purpose is clear: “God 
has done it all!  He sent Christ to make 
peace between himself and us, and he 
has given us the work of making peace 
...” (2 Cor 5:18). We cannot read this as 
a task that only applies to those in full 
time Christian service. Paul makes no 
exception. We are all servants of peace.

Jesus prayed to the Father “I do not 
pray that you take them out of the world 
.” (Jn 17:15). We are “in” the world and 
nowhere is that more true than at work.  
But we are not “of” the world and this is 
only true to the extent that we witness 
to its darkness and death through our 
way of being “in” the world. In this way 
we serve as prophets of hope.

Let us not forget that prophets 
interfere, they disrupt the status quo.  
Work like this and you won’t always 
be popular, which is why it takes skill 
and patience to make a difference in 
the workplace. It is worth reminding 
ourselves that it is often not the big 
things that matter. It’s the small 
things that make a difference - a short 
conversation that might give someone 
else hope, or set them free to do what 
they believe is right. Sometimes we may 
need to take the dilemmas we face in 
the workplace into a 
reflective space (on 
the job or offline) in 
order to decide how to 
act, how to say “no” to 
the enemies of life. 

So, as we begin 

this year in which we hope to make a 
difference in the world, let us remember 
our vocation. We are called, equipped 
and commissioned by God, whatever 
our job description or role. What a 
difference it would make if this time 
tomorrow we turned up at our place 
of work determined to make it a better 
place, to bring life into its dark shadows, 
to be prophets of hope and servants of 
peace.

Dr David Adams is an LLM in the 
Ducklington Parish in Oxfordshire. This is 
an edited version of one of his sermons. 

Calling

David Adams on how our 
attitudes to work and vocation can 
help us as Christians in Making a 
Difference in the World.  

Ability

Purpose

ONLINE @

Pic: Istock

Asking the congregation
St Bartholomews in Ducklington, 
Oxfordshire began the third year of Living 
Faith by launching a questionnaire on its 
website inviting people to describe their 
work experience. 

a series of Multiple Choice and open 
questions invite the respondent to describe 
their work experience and reflect on the 
impact of their work on the opportunities 
they have to be creative, the impact the job 
has on the environment, and how their work 
has an effect on others.  

the results, which are anonymous, 
are being used to give a voice to the 
congregation in a sermon series on making 
a difference through work and will inform 
other ministries of support for working 
people through the year. 

Photo: Istock

David is organising the goodWork 
academy - a learning community for 
leaders who are making a difference in 
the world: 
www.goodworkacademy.com
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Poverty - a challenge to the church

Research shows that Christians 
in the UK are more likely 
to attribute poverty in this 
country to ‘laziness or lack 
of willpower’ than ‘social 

inequality’, writes the Revd Dave 
Lawton.    I used to think that way 
too.  Have you ever felt like a fish out 
of water?  As a new church community-
worker in inner-city Liverpool, I found 
myself living and working in an area 
made up of narrow streets with small 
terraced houses that felt like shoe-boxes 
all glued together.  

Roads were litter-strewn and clogged-
up with parked cars, several of which 
were clearly abandoned. My new 
neighbours displayed aggression, 
indifference, suspicion and a hardness 
towards me that I had not experienced 
before.  I learnt that they were very 
territorial and hardly ever ventured 
out of their ‘patch’.  Consequently 
their expectations of life were entirely 
confined to what they experienced on 
the ‘patch’ - joblessness, no need for 
educational qualifications, relationship 
breakdown, dysfunctional family-life and 
petty crime.

 I had been raised, educated and 
ingrained in the ‘the ways of leafy 
Buckinghamshire’ and as such, I had 
never seen such poverty, nor lived 
alongside such social exclusion. Initially 
I thought that the residents were living 
there because they wanted to, that it 
was one of their life-choices or that 
it was simply a consequence of their 
own approach to either education or 
employment.  It was their problem to 
sort out, not mine, I felt.  

These views were reinforced by media 
stories about benefit fraud and laziness. 
However, over the four years that I 
worked in the area, I got to know the 
community and heard about some of the 
factors that kept them where they were.  

Illiteracy, innumeracy, lack of self-
confidence, addictions to drugs and 
alcohol, dealing with abusive behaviour, 
lack of awareness about accessing 
adult education and funding, fear of 
institutional authority (be it state, school 
or church), fear of the unknown beyond 
their ‘patch’ and a sense that their 
only real hope for the future, however 
unrealistic, lay in the hands of the 
National Lottery.   

They still tried to provide for their 
households, look out for their needy 

neighbours and fostered a sense of 
community spirit. They were trying to 
make the best of their circumstances.  
I grew to appreciate their frankness, 
toughness, resourcefulness and 
indomitable community spirit.  The 
vast majority were not lazy, job dodging, 
benefit scroungers but genuinely wanted 
to make a contribution towards society, 
given half a chance to do so. 

I was reminded of my ‘urban priority 
area learning process’ as I read the 
Church Urban Fund report on Christian 
attitudes to poverty in this country.  I 
am not particularly surprised that many 
churchgoers are unsympathetic to 
people living in poverty, as indeed I was 
before my time in inner-city Liverpool.  

There is a need for re-educating and 
re-orientating our church people to have 
a personal and collective responsibility 
to help those in poverty as an expression 
of God’s love for, and identification 
with, the ‘poor’. I imagine that not many 
of us have had the opportunity to live 
alongside the socially excluded for a 
length of time and be privileged to share 
in part of their journey through life.  

For many of us in the developed 
western world, there is little exposure to 
poverty.  We tend to think that poverty 
and social injustice happens elsewhere 
in the world. We need to be prepared 

to look closer to home. We need to ask 
what is poverty?  What causes it?  How 
can we listen to the stories of those 
caught up in it?  What would bring real 
relief to their situations?  We need to 
try and avoid jumping to presumptuous 
and prescriptive answers, before we 
have actually listened to the people 
concerned.  

Aylesbury Homeless Action Group 
co-ordinate a Winter Warmth Project 
across the town, housing the homeless 
in different church buildings each night.  
Each homeless person has a different 
story to tell about the factors and reasons 
that left them without a home.  One 
person told of being re-housed but then 
leaving that accommodation for fear of 
being drawn into a life of crime by his 
new neighbours.  He needed not just a 
roof over his head, but also a network 
of positive support and encouragement 
from others. Why not try and learn more 
about poverty close to your own area? 
What do you think Jesus had to say about 
the poor?  Does the Bible say much 
about our attitudes towards poverty 
and our responsibility for reducing it?  
Should Christians, churches, deaneries 
and dioceses have a bias towards the 
poor, or not?  During my time in inner-
city Liverpool, I read the Bible with 
new eyes and uncovered a Jesus who 
befriended the poor and challenged 
a system of greed and oppression.  He 
spoke out words of protest and rebellion 
against social injustice and He calls all of 
us, both clergy and lay, to do the same.  
So what will you do?  Where does your 
church stand?

 The Revd Dave Lawton is Vicar of the 
Southcourt Benefice in Aylesbury and 
invovled with the Aylesbury Homeless 

Action Group. 

new Church urban Fund 
research has revealed a need 
for churches to do more to 
raise awareness of poverty 
in the uK and work to tackle 
it. here the Door reflects on 
what’s already happening in 
our Diocese.  

•	 There are sharp differences between the views of the clergy and congregations. Three 
quarters of clergy said they thought poverty was mainly due to social injustice but only 
one fifth of regular church goers agreed.

•	 There is an apparent lack of awareness of poverty among the laity; only 37 per cent of 
regular churchgoers think there is ‘quite a lot’ of child poverty in Britain, compared 
with 78 per cent of clergy. This is in stark contrast to the latest UK poverty figures, 
which show that up to four million children – or nearly one in three – are living in 
poverty.

•	 Possibly  more surprising is the finding that churchgoers’ attitudes to poverty are 
little different to those of non-churchgoers. churchgoers are no more aware of 
poverty and no more likely to attribute it to social injustice than non-churchgoers. In 
another question only 36 per cent of regular churchgoers said they think large income 
differences are ‘morally wrong’ -  the same proportion as for non-churchgoers and 
substantially lower than 74 per cent of the clergy who agree with this statement.

•	 churchgoers are somewhat more sympathetic to benefit claimants than non-
churchgoers, being less likely to believe that most unemployed people could find 
a job if they tried and also less likely to think that most people on benefits are 
fiddling the system. however, churchgoers’ attitudes have been hardening over the 
past two decades in line with the views of wider society, which has become much less 
sympathetic to people living in poverty.

•	 all in all, attending church appears to do little to change people’s underlying attitudes 
to poverty and inequality. If, as we believe, tackling poverty is at the heart of the 
gospel message, then there is a clear need for churches to do more to raise awareness 
and understanding of poverty among their congregations.

•	 To download the full report go to www.cuf.org.uk/research. church Urban Fund has 
produced a free course for churches to help congregations understand the impact and 
causes of UK poverty. Download a copy at www.cuf.org/resources-churches/ or call 
020 7898 1667.  

What the Bias to the Poor research found: 

“I grew to appreciate 
their frankness, toughness, 
resourcefulness and 
indomitable community 
spirit.”

“I had never seen such 
poverty...”

Are you passionate about mission?
Could you contribute administrative skills?
Would you benefi t from work experience
with a local charity?

Faith2Share is looking for a
long-term volunteer / intern

to join our small staff team
based in Cowley, East Oxford.

To fi nd out more call 01865 787440 or visit
our website www.faith2share.net/Jobs.aspx



the Door MaRch 2012 11

Feature

Poverty - a challenge to the church

Pic: Istock

The Wycombe Homeless 
Connection project has now 
been going for five years 
and grew out of a discussion 
between two church leaders; 

one lay and one ordained, writes the 
Revd Paul Willis. In response to the 
death of Josie, who died sleeping rough 
in the stairwell of a town centre car 
park early on Christmas day 2006, they 
organised a small group to visit Camden, 
where seven churches were operating a 
winter shelter that rotated around their 
premises each week. 

Back in Wycombe an open meeting 
was held to assess interest in doing 
something similar. More than 100, 
mainly lay Christians attended.  
Encouraged by the reaction, the two 
church leaders set to work to recruit 
host churches, signed up an army of 
volunteers and employed a project 
manager to anchor the work. Things 
only fell into place at the last moment 
– faith was certainly tested!  –  but 
Wycombe Winter Night Shelter opened 
its doors in January 2008. It has opened 

each year since then, and hundreds of 
people have passed through.

I give this history to focus on the 
importance of the reaction of members 
of a number of churches to the success 
of the project. Initial interest came, 
and continues to come, not only from 
the urban setting of High Wycombe, 
but also from across the outlying, more 
prosperous rural areas around our town 
and indeed from further afield. 

That we were able to convince people 
in town centre churches to open their 
doors as homelessness shelters (one 
night a week each) was largely due to the 
support of members of congregations, 
who in some cases (at least initially) had 
to convince clergy and church councils 
alike that the project was absolutely 
necessary, manageable and sustainable.

The main strength of the WHC project 
comes out of the fact that it is owned 
by the seven participating churches, 
who remain deeply committed to an 
ecumenical partnership that offers 
a coordinated response to the issues 
presented by the growing problem of 

homelessness. In addition, our army of 
more than 250 volunteers give a real 
sense of sustainability, and without the 
financial support of churches we would 
not be able to maintain the project in its 
current, year round, form.

Strength also comes from a broad 
based multi-agency approach, where 
the skills of sector professionals, and 
volunteers from other faiths and 
none, complement our work, clearly 
understanding the necessity for it.

More importantly, the ethos of the 
project has faith at its centre.  Bringing 
good news to the poor, and healing 
the broken hearted is at the core of 
everything we try to do. 
The Revd Paul Willis is  Vicar of St Anne’s 

Wycombe Marsh and 
 St Peter’s, Micklefield. 

Looking after Wycombe’s homeless 

ONLINE

the Church urban Fund has supported 
numerous charities in the Oxford Diocese. in 
the last three years alone it has funded more 
projects run by Christians in Oxfordshire, 
Berkshire and Buckinghamshire than there 
are space to list here, but below are a few. 

Last year it provided £3,370 towards the 
Wycombe night Shelter’s plans for a day 
centre to provide year-round mentoring for 
homeless people.

it has provided £3,500 for art Beyond 

Belief, an interfaith project run with anglican 
Church support which aims to help 
marginalised people and those with mental 
health issues or disabilities through art.
   Citizens MK, which has been featured in 
the Door when it was launched in 2010, 
has been given a £4,800 grant towards its 
work to empower and equip 450 people in 
30 community groups to create stronger 
communities, promote active citizenship and 
be a channel for working together for social/

economic justice in Milton Keynes. the Revd 
tim norwood, area Dean of Milton Keynes, 
along with other clergy were involved in 
setting up Citizens MK. 
   Oxford’s the gatehouse, an ecumenical 
charity that provides food and shelter for the 
homeless, is moving to St giles Church hall 
this year. the CuF grant for £5,000 towards 
equipment for the new centre, which is 
being renovated and where disabled access 
and office space is being provided. 

How Church Urban Fund is helping in the Oxford Diocese 

Fine furniture for church and home
Ronald Emett

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk
Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com
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Schoolteacher and 
double Olympian, 
the Reverend Tom 
Farrell re-lives 
the story of his 
evacuation from 
Liverpool at the 
ourbreak of 
WW2, his 
adventures in 

the Shropshire 
countryside and his impressions of 
the war.

A children’s story
for all ages!

£14 signed hardback, £9 paperback.
Contact lizfarrell@uwclub.net 

or phone 01844 208 683

For more on the Wycombe night shelter 
see: www.wyhoc.org.uk
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The Doorpost
Courses, training, conferences and workshops in March 2012.
The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be  
hung on church  noticeboards.  Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or 
by post to Church House.  The deadline for the next issue is 2 March 2012.

SATURDAY 3 MARCH 
 
HEADINGTON:  Radcliffe Orchestra 
Concert - Verdi Overture to nabucco. 
Beings at 7.45pm at tingewick hall, 
John Radcliffe hospital, OX3 9Du. 
tickets £10 (inc refreshments). Conc 
£8 (under 16’s free). tickets available 
on the door. all proceeds to Freedom 
From torture charity. 
 
SUNDAY 4 MARCH 
 
OXFORD:  after eight service at 
Christ Church Cathedral - Perpetua 
Music. Begins at 8pm. Details www.
chch.ox.ac.uk/cathedral 
 
TUESDAY 6 MARCH 
 
FINCHAMPSTEAD:   a series of 
Lent lectures are being held at St 
James’ Church Centre. they begin 
at 8pm (coffee at 7.45pm) and finish 
at 9.30pm. Dates: 6, 13, 16, 20 
and 27 March. Details from 0118 
973 0133 or email office@stjames.
finchampstead.co.uk 
 
WEDNESDAY 7 MARCH 
 
CULHAM:  the Bridge group of 
Churches are holding Lent soup 
lunches at different venues to raise 
money for different charities.  the next 
one is at Rye Farm house, Culham. 
Details of this and other lunches 
available from anne Walsh on 01865 
407249 or Janet haylett  on 01865 
407382. 
 
READING: ‘Music for the Queen’s 
accession’ at St agnes Church, 
northumberland avenue, Rg2 8DD  
performed by the Reading Concert 
Singers at 7.30pm.  £8 (£4 under 
16s). Details 0118 9425290. 
 
THURSDAY 8 MARCH 
 
DEDDINGTON: a history of 
Christianity in fifteen objects. talk 
by Prof Johannes Schilling ‘Stone 
Rose from Martin Luther’s house, 
Wittenberg’. Begins at 7.30pm at 
Deddington Parish Church. Details 
www.historyofchristianity.org.uk

SATURDAY 10 MARCH 
 
MILTON KEYNES:   ‘the Church 
as the new temple’ by Margaret 

Baker- 20th anniversary lecture to 
be held at the ecumencial Church of 
Christ the Cornerstone, MK9 2eS 
from 10.30am - 3.50pm. Details 
from 01908 237777 or www.
cornerstonemk.org.uk 
 
IVER HEATH: Walk from St Peter’s, 
iver to St Margaret’s, iver heath at 
10.30am followed by thanksgiving 
service at 12 noon to celebrate the 
150th anniversary of St Margaret’s.  
Details www.stmargaretiverheath.org.
uk.  
 
OXFORD:  twist (the World in Song 
together). a one day music ministry 
conference from 10am - 4pm at St 
ebbe’s Church, Oxford. Cost £12 
on the door or £10 if you register 
on-line (£5 for students registering 
on-line). Register on-line at www.
twistconference.com 
 
TUESDAY 13 MARCH 
 
OXFORD:  Queen’s College Chapel 
Lent concerts begin at 6pm tonight 
and also on 20 and 27 March. Details 
http://www.op59.net/lent2012.html 
or phone 01865 246809. 
 
WEDNESDAY 14 MARCH 
 
OXFORD:  the Council for 
Christians and Jews are holding 
a Passover Seder demonstration 
at 7pm at Oxford Jewish Centre, 
Richmond Road. as well as traditional 
ritual foods, a light vegetarian meal 
will be served at the seder. Please 
book by 8 March (limited spaces). 
Cost £5 (under 16s free). email 
wendyfidler@aol.com 
 
FREELAND:  Drop-in Quiet Day at 
the Old Parsonage from 10am - 4pm. 
no booking needed (bring your own 
lunch).  
 
THURSDAY 15 MARCH 
 
OXFORD:  the Retired Clergy 
association meeting will take place 
in the Priory Room at Christ Church 
from 10.15am. ‘helen house 30 
years on’ by Sister Frances Dominica. 
Details 01865 761476. 
 
BANBURY: ‘hope in the Rubble: 
Stories from haiti’ - a Christian aid 
event at Marlborough Road Methodist 

Church, OX16 5BZ from 7.30pm - 
9.30pm. Details 01865 246818. 
 
BANBURY:  ‘Songs from the 
Musicals’ at 1pm at St Mary’s Church. 
Cost £6 (£5 conc, £3 students). 
Details 01295 279002 or www.
livearts-at-stmarys.co.uk 
 
SATURDAY 17 MARCH 
 
GREAT MISSENDEN: an 
illustrated talk by Dr David thorpe, 
Convenor of the Bucks local history 
network - ‘great Missenden before 
the railway came’. Begins at 7pm at 
the Oldham hall, Church Street. Cost 
£8. Details 01494 891312. 
 
READING:  the Phoenix Choir 
concert at St John the evangelist, 
Woodley at 7.30pm. Cost £10. 
Details 0118 969 7956. 
 
ABINGDON: March for Justice curry 
evening at trinity Church at 7pm. 
tickets £5 (includes vegetarian curry 
and rice). Phone 01235 530480 or 
01865 246818 to book.  
 
THURSDAY 22 MARCH 
 
BANBURY: anjali Dance Company 
perform at 6.30pm  at St Mary’s 
Church. Cost £10 (£6 conc, £3 
under 12s). Details 01295 279002. 
 
SATURDAY 24 MARCH 
 
BANBURY: Concert by Banbury 
Symphony Orchestra at St Mary’s at 
7.30pm. tickets £10 (£25 family, £4 
child). Details 01608 645589. 
 
WEDNESDAY 28 MARCH 
 
TURVILLE: hamleden Valley, near 
henley. healing service with laying 
on of hands and anointing at holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 
 
SATURDAY 31 MARCH 
 
STEWKLEY:  an illustrated lecture 
by John Sheldon ‘almost a 1000 
years of the development of the fabric 
of Stewkley Church’ at 7.30pm in St 
Michael’s Church. Cost £5 (incl wine 
and canapes). tickets from 01525 
240398 or 01525 240639. 

Services at Christ Church Cathedral
SUNDAYS: 8am holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in priory room); 11.15am Sung eucharist; 6pm evensong.
WEEKDAYS: 7.15am Morning Prayer; 7.35am holy Communion; 1pm (Wednesday only) holy Communion; 
6pm evensong (thursday Sung eucharist 6pm).
AFTER EIGHT: time to reflect, time to pray.  Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm.

Tel: 01865 276155  www.chch.ox.ac.uk

Courses and special events
INTRODUCTION TO LAY MINISTRY: this course 
is for LLMs in training and other interested learners 
who want to look at the theology of ministry, lay and 
ordained and issues of support and supevision.  the 
day will be from 10am - 4pm on Saturday 17 March at 
Diocesan Church house. Cost £18. Contact sheila.
townsend@oxford.anglican.org or phone 01865 
208277 to book your place. 
 
ENNEAGRAM WORKSHOP: ‘Deepening our uses 
of the enneagram’ at St Michael at the north gate, 
Oxford from 10am - 4pm. Phone 07919 517516 or 
email georgie.simpson1@gmail.com for details.

CRUSE BEREAVEMENT CARE SEMINAR: this 
seminar will take place on Saturday 10 March at the 
John hampden grammar School, high Wycombe 
hP11 2SZ from 10am to 4pm. Book your place 
http://www.crusebucks.org.uk/bereavement_training_
seminar.htm 
 
CHALLENGES TO FAITH AT THE END OF LIFE: 
a day for faith leaders nd pastoral workers at Sobell 
house, Oxford on 14 March. Cost £90 (includes lunch 
and refreshments). email anne.brierley@oxfordshirepct.
nhs.uk for details or phone 01865 225 886.

To Advertise in the Month Call 

01752 225623

To Advertise In The Door Please Call  

01752 225623 
or email  

roy@cornerstonevision.com
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The move is designed to respond to an external 
environment in which the need to integrate 
research, policy creation and service delivery is 
needed now more than ever – for example in the 
current debate over the future of social care or the 
impact of spending cuts around the country.
Michelle Mitchell, to date the Charity Director of Age 
UK, will lead the division in the newly created role 
of Age UK Charity Director General. The role will 

lead all Age UK charitable work in England and sit 
beside equivalent roles heading Age UK’s Retail and 
Fundraising Divisions and Age UK Enterprises.
She said: ‘This is a really exciting role to be taking on 
at a time when the interplay between service delivery 
and policy formation in many key areas for older 
people in England is so close and so crucial. Many 
of the traditional assumptions as to how services are 
delivered to older people are now being questioned 
and Age UK needs to be at the heart of that debate 
shaping both the policy of decision makers and also 
adjusting the services it provides to fit in with a 
changing landscape.’
A Director of Services reporting to Ms Mitchell will be 
recruited soon. The Influencing Division contains Age 
UK’s Policy, Campaigns, Research, Media and Public 
Affairs departments. The Services Division provides 
services to older people, their carers, families and 
friends. These services include information and advice, 
health and well-being, home services and helping to 
ensure that more people are digitally included.

As the wintery weather gradually fades away 
and the first welcome signs of spring appear, 
many of us look forward to getting out and 
about or taking some holidays. What better 
time also to think about taking time out – both 
to look back and reflect, and to look forward 
to what is to come and what is important.  

It could be that finding space for God is what 
matters for you in 2012 – and what better way to do 
this than by going on retreat?

Going on retreat for the first time can be a daunting 
prospect – whether you are an active or fringe 
member of your church; whether you are confident 
or more tentative in your faith. The really good 
news is that the variety of retreats available is so 
broad that there is something for everyone. Choose 
from a Lenten or Easter retreat, a creative retreat 
(writing, art, music), a retreat offering support 
in difficult times, a retreat on a biblical theme, a 
retreat on ways of praying or a specific spiritual 
tradition, retreats for beginners and individually 

guided retreats – the list 
is endless. 
Retreats take place 
in a wide variety of 
retreat centres across 
the UK. Some may be 
in communities where 
the tradition of prayer 
has been practised for 
centuries, some may 
be in stately houses 
that have more recently 
become a place of 
retreat, and others may 
be in purpose-built or 
private accommodation. 
They may be in country 
or town locations with 
opportunities for guests 
to use their facilities 
such as a library, prayer 
room, chapel, sitting 
room, as well as to 
enjoy the benefits of 
wonderful home cooking 
and explore beautiful 

gardens. Some offer additional facilities such as an 
art room, opportunities for counselling, massage 
etc.
In common to all retreat centres is a warm hospitality 
in the broadest sense of the word. Although each 
will follow its own traditions within the Christian 
faith, all have the same approach to their guests (or 
‘retreatants’) – to create a comfortable space that 
will best enable them to explore their journey with 
God, in whatever ways are helpful. In most centres 
there will also be someone available with whom to 
discuss issues that may arise during the retreat in a 
safe and confidential way.
You may also be looking for someone with whom 
to share your faith journey – a companion, also 
known as a spiritual director or mentor. This is a 
great way to focus regularly on where you feel God 
is at work in your life (in the good times as well as 
the wilderness times!) in the company of a trained 
individual who will listen to you sensitively and, 
where appropriate, share insights or give gentle 
guidance for the way ahead.
If you are thinking about a retreat for the first 

time in 2012 or are looking for some advice about 
going on retreat or finding a spiritual companion, 
do contact us via our website, by email or phone, 
or consider ordering our Retreats handbook.  
We are here to help you and to make your pathway 
to finding space for God as smooth as possible. 
Alison MacTier is the Director of the Retreat 
Association, for more information see  
www.retreats.org.uk, info@retreats.org.uk, 
01494 433004

advertisement Feature

Set in the peaceful Oxfordshire countryside, Stanton 
House truly is a space for God. The house and its 
grounds is the perfect venue for individuals and 
groups to hold a retreat, enabling them to seek God, 
study, relax or simply regroup by taking time out from 
a busy life. 

For further information please call Stanton 
House on 01865 358 807, 
email:office@stantonhouse.org.uk or visit 
www.stantonhouse.org.uk 

CHRISTIAN RETREAT HOUSE

Creating space for God in 2012

Hospital of St Cross 
& Almshouse of
Noble Poverty

“England’s Oldest Almshouse”
Vacancies for Brothers

The Hospital, founded in 1132
and home to 25 retired 
laymen (Brothers), currently
has vacancies and applications
are welcomed.
A registered Charity with a
Christian foundation, the
Hospital is situated a mile
south of Winchester. Each
Brother lives independently
and occupies a flat which he
furnishes himself.
Further information and an application form are
obtainable from:
Piers Armstrong, Clerk to the Trustees
Hospital of St Cross 
Winchester, SO23 9SD
Tel: 01962 878218
E-mail: clerk@stcrosshospital.co.uk
www.stcrosshospital.co.uk
Registered Charity No. 202751

Age UK has announced the creation of 
a new division which brings together  
its Influencing and Services work.
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The loss of a loved one can be an 
emotional as well as stressful time. There 
are many professionals who can ease the 
burden of preparation for a funeral with 
their expertise and personal service. 
There can be a lot to arrange in a very short 
time whether or not its a church service or 
one at the crematorium. Funeral Directors 
have the experience, very often through 
several generations of the same family, to 
provide a fitting tribute to your lost one. There 
are many pieces of paperwork that need 
filling in and visits to registrars etc. They will 
make contact on your behalf with the Vicar 
you wish to oversee the service whether it is 
in your local church or a crematorium. They 
can arrange the music, the limousines, the 

hearse and so much more. To save stress on 
family it is a good idea to make sure that your 
Will is up to date.
In a time of bereavement the comfort of 
friends and family all play their part, so to 
does the help of committed professionals who 
can guide you to make sensible decisions at 
a time when you might not be thinking too 
clearly yourself.
More and more people are beginning to take 
the stress and financial demands off loved 
ones at what can be a distressing time by 
planning ahead. A Pre-Payment Funeral 
Bond allows you to make decisions about 
your own funeral. You can list your own 
choice of hymns, choose other music you 
might wish to have included in the service. 
Do you want burial or cremation and do you 
have a specific choice of coffin. There is 
also at present a trend towards more natural 
woodland burials and by planning ahead in 
many cases you will get the opportunity to 
reserve your own plot.

In Times Of Need

T R E V O R  D E A N 
S T O N E M A S O N

Eccelestical, commercial & domestic projects

Tel: 01295 750003 Mob: 07581 100322
www.trevordeanstone.com

Come dine with me? 
 
Greyfriars Church in Reading Town Centre are looking  
for a new Commercial Catering Manager to run their  
coffee shop and catering services – services that include  
providing food to a day nursery and supporting the  
ministry of the church.  

The successful candidate will have:
• experience of catering for large groups; 

• qualifications in Food Hygiene, or a willingness  
   to obtain these; 

• lead a team of assistants to deliver good quality food    
   with excellent customer service; 

• business knowledge of stock control, budgeting  
   and marketing; and 
• strong communication skills. 
 

The scope for new ideas in this role is endless, so bring your  
initiative, enthusiasm and Christian vision to the table –  
you may have the perfect recipe for success. 

This full-time role (40hrs per week) offers competitive terms and  
conditions including 25 days holiday and a contributory pension scheme. 

Full job description available.  Please apply in writing with a CV to  
djeffries@greyfriarsministries.com by 5th March 2012. 



the Door MaRch 2012 15

Arts
AN Oxford writer has made the finals of a Bible 
Society/Pinewood Studios competition for ideas 
for films based on stories and characters from 
the Bible.

Susie Stead, of Holy Trinity Church, 
Headington, entered a two minute clip, The 
Miracle – a modern take on 2 Kings 4: vs 8–37 
where Elisha meets the childless Shunamite 
Woman.  After public voting and a judges’ panel 
she was chosen as one of 10 finalists to go to Pinewood Studios to present her ideas. 
Susie would like to thank all of those who supported her at the public voting stage. 
She said: “It did take some effort to sign up and vote and it was very encouraging to 
have so much support.”

As one of 10 finalists she was given a tour of Pinewood, interviewed and gave a 20 
minute presentation to a board of five judges including Nick Park, the creator of 
Wallace and Gromit. 

Susie is mainly a playwright (she wrote and produced a play on William Tyndale 
– The Burning of the Book - which was performed in All Saints Church, Headington 
last November). She is also the author of Reaching Out, the Diocesan Pastoral Care 
DVD. The competition winner was Samson produced by Tim Bassford.  The clips can 
be seen on www.enterthepitch.com. 

“Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see God.” It’s a 
familiar text. But did you know 

that you can also translate “katharos” 
(normally rendered as “pure”) as “like a 
vine cleansed by pruning and so able to 
bear fruit”?

That meaning, at a guess, would 
resonate with Penelope Wilcock. Her 
book invites us to come to know Jesus 
through a Gospel simplicity that prunes 
away things that distract us, so that we 
can give ourselves more wholeheartedly 
to the enjoyment of God’s provision and 
of God. 

The starting point is the question: 
What  kind of “daily bread” can we 
rightly ask God to provide? In short 
chapters based on the ingredients in 
bread, Wilcock explores life’s physical 
and spiritual “essential ingredients”: 
yeast, for example, is celebrated for its 
role in raising dough and then linked 
to the leaven of cheerfulness, humour 
and imagination. Each chapter consists 
of discrete paragraphs exploring the 
relevant “ingredient” in story, meditation 
and fact, with a treasure trove of quotes 
down the sides of the page.

The subtitle of the book is The Joy of 
Living Lightly, and her vision of simplicity 
is emphatically a celebration. God calls 
us to simplicity, she notes, because it’s 
a way to fullness of life. We become 
happier as we feel less pressure to 

acquire and as we turn our time over to 
God’s direction and ordering. We can 
focus on vital relationships with God and 
each other. We can rediscover the joys of 
truly living the details of everyday.

Wilcock isn’t a wide-eyed romantic. 
She admits that at times such simplicity 
can be testing. She recognises the 
difference between voluntary simplicity 
and unchosen poverty (though I’d love 
to have seen more exploration of what 
a grace-filled life looks like for those 
whose poverty has already given them 
a simple lifestyle!). And she’s clear, 
too, that for those who have choice, 
simplicity isn’t simply a personal matter. 
It’s part of Christians’  response to God’s 
concern for the just ordering of society. 
If those of us with choices don’t live with 
a greater consciousness of what we use, 
we’re contributing to the forces that may 
consign brothers and sisters to harsh 
poverty. I wouldn’t suggest reading the 
book straight through. The “variations 
on a theme” can feel a bit overwhelming 
if taken together. Instead, pick a section, 
ponder it, and then try to live it ... 
returning to another section when the 
time is right. Some things will be quite 
challenging, but give yourself time to 
think and pray them through. Enjoy! 

In celebration  of 
simplicity
Penelope Wilcock
Lion hudson
£6.99

Keeping it simple
By Maranda St John nicolle

how should Christians react to the recent high Court Ruling that stated that prayer has no 
lawful place in formal council meetings following an objection by an 
atheist councillor in Devon?

in his new book, We Don’t Do God, Lord Carey of Clifton, the 
former archbishop of Canterbury, asks: “how is it possible – in 
a country which has an established Church and a Queen who by 
tradition, ‘defends the faith’ – that Christianity is being marginalised 
and even discriminated against by our 21st century society as a 
whole?”

The Door has two copies of the book, which is published by Lion 
hudson, to give away in this month’s prize draw. to enter send your 
name and address to We Don’t Do God competition, the Door, 
Diocesan Church house, north hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 0nB. 

Win Lord Carey’s book

Oxford Bible film in the top ten
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Lanzarote
Playa Blanca

Affordable 
family villa 

Ideal for Family 
Holidays & 

Long Winter Breaks

Tel 01454 260619
www.lanzarotevilladirect.co.uk

Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near

Carvoeiro. Own pool,
all mod cons. Situated on
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf,

Tennis, Outdoor bowls.
Full details and brochure:

Brian Chambers

ALGARVE

info@casa-oleander.co.uk
www.casa-oleander.co.uk

Tel: 02380 265 683

Holidays Abroad

Insurance

Holidays at Home

CORNWALL
Port Isaac

Quality furnished holiday cottages and
converted barn in Port Isaac,45 minutes 
from the Eden Project.Sleeps 2-6, linen 
& electricity included, pets welcome
personal supervision by owners, for a full colour
brochure contact Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port
Isaac, PL29 3RE
Tel/fax: 01208 880934  Tel: 01208 862422
email: info@cornishholidayhomes.net
www.cornishholidayhomes.net

Our
Loire Valley

Tranquil riverside village 
house near Saumur 

 is available from 
April to end September

Simply furnished but with all mod 
cons; fishing from the garden; 

good food, swimming, cycling, 
tennis etc nearby.

 From £250 per week inclusive; 
reductions possible for Clergy etc... 

Sleeps up to 6+.
Contact on

Evenings: 01993 813569 or
Anytime: 07976 438336
christine.zwart@btinternet.com

The Swiss Reformation
SEPTEMBER 2012

Study Tour led by Prof. Rt. Revd. 
Peter Stephens  with lectures on 

Calvin, Zwingli and Bullinger

 www.luthertour.com   020 8530 3029

Geneva • Zurich • Constance

Calvin

Zwingli

LYNTON DEVON
A warm traditional welcome 

welcome awaits you at 
Kingford House 

PPPP Silver Award
Enjoy excellent home cuisine Ideally 
situated for coastal & Exmoor walks.
Tel Tricia Morgan on 01598 752361 

for brochure and tariff
patriciakingford@aol.com
www.kingfordhouse.co.uk 

NORTH NORFOLK (Nr Walsingham)

Traditional Cottage 
Sleeps 5+1
Every comfort for perfect retreat
long or short break all year
Perfect haven
Tel: Sue 07895 028141
Freya: 07903 335327
www.latchcottage.com

SNOWDONIA
NEAR BALA

Delightful period riverside cottage
in peaceful surroundings - glorious

views. 3 bedrooms, sleeps 2-6, immac-
ulate throughout. Also 2 bedroom 

cottage style bungalow.
Short Breaks available.

01341 450238

ASHBOURNE 
DERBYSHIRE 

 
 

Ideal for Peak District 
Chatsworth, Alton Towers 

 Comfortable Cottage 
Sleeps 4 

Short breaks. All year 
 www.conifercottage.biz 

01727 751070

 

Travel Insurance
Arranged for The Door Readers

0116 272 0500
Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A.

THIS IS YOUR LAST CHANCE TO GET LAST YEARS 
PRICE AND £20 OFF ANY ANNUAL POLICY  

IF PURCHASED BY END OF MARCH 

CAR
HIRE

FT TRAVEL
INSURANCE

available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 
Specialist cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and,  
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

SPECIAL OFFER: 5% DISCOUNT OFF ANY SINGLE TRIP 
POLICY IF PURCHASED BY 31ST MARCH 2012

We are based in the UK and your call will be answered
by a real person...not a machine!!!

Conditions apply
 Please call for details ~

SWITZERLAND
Ski resort near Gruyere -1 

hour from Geneva Airport. 
Self catering chalet - sleeps 6/8. 
Skiing in winter: mountain 

walking in summer
Contact: 

0118 969 6998 
07740 930359

jsjcq@aol.com  or 
phillipspong@hotmail.com

To Advertise  
in SeeRound  
Please Call

01752
225623
or email

roy@
cornerstone
vision.com

DOMFRONT
LOWER NORMANDY

Two bedroom cottage 
in rural setting

70 miles from Caen. 
Shops in local villages

Twin room/family room/cot

Tel. 01935 814324
Email. patatkinson11@gmail.com

To Advertise Call 01752 225623

���	 �����

DIRECTORY
Every month the DIRECTORY section in Cornerstone’s anglican newspapers offer great holiday opportunities at home and abroad. Before you look elsewhere take a 
look in the DIRECTORY section to see 

what appeals to you.
To advertise telephone: 01752 225623

Dartmouth 
Devon

 
Tel: 020 7223 5473 

 

Delightful ground floor 
flat with glorious views 

across river Dart. 
Sleeps 4: double ensuite, 

twin with bathroom, 
all mod cons.



the Door MaRch 20121818 advertisement Feature

THE DOOR & MORE

There are 34,000 copies of the Door printed monthly  
(except August).

The respected papers are eagerly awaited at churches 
throughout the Diocese.

With churches as far and wide as Dorset and Essex, Portsmouth 
and Oxford, they reach tens of thousands of readers every month 

with a combined print run of over 170,000.

Regularly carrying advertising for Christian organisations, 
charities, local shops, holiday providers and much more they 

could provide a great vehicle for your goods or services.
Advertise in just one paper or across the group, we’ve got a deal 

that would work for you.

Contact the Cornerstone team on  
01752 225623 to see how we can help.

* we also sell for the Southwark Bridge

The Door is just one of seven* Anglican 
newspapers published by Cornerstone Vision.

OUT NOW!
The Latest issue 
of The Son
THe Son is a bright, newsy and uncompromising tabloid newspaper 
which aims to put Jesus back at the centre of society.

Written and presented in an easy to read style, based on the UK’s 
biggest circulation newspapers, THe Son is an ideal tool to reach 
believers and unbelievers as well.

The current edition of THe Son includes stories on Glen Campbell, 
natalie Cole, Henry olonga, American Idol winner Jordin Sparks, 
plus much more

Why not use THe Son to reach your community?

 

The Son hotline on 
01752 225623
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Letters & comment

Audio version

by Anne Davey

Comment

Sight impaired 
people can 
get a free 

audio verison 
of the Door by 
contacting the 

Oxford Diocese 
on 01865 
208227

Editor: Jo Duckles  tel: 01865 208227
email: jo.duckles@oxford.anglican.org
Editorial Assistant/Distribution: Debbie Dallimore
tel: 01865 208225 email: debbie.dallimore@oxford.anglican.org
Advertising:  Roy Perring tel: 01752 225623  
email: roy@cornerstonevision.com
Deadline for April 2012:  Friday 2 March
Published Monday 10 March

the Door is published by Oxford Diocesan Board of Finance (Diocesan Secretary Mrs Rosemary Pearce). 
the registered office is Diocesan Church house, north hinksey Lane, Oxford, OX2 OnB. tel: 01865 
208200. While every care is taken to ensure the reliability of our advertisements, their inclusion in  the 
Door does not guarantee it or mean that they are endorsed by the Diocese of Oxford. 

helping 52,000 children

Comings and Goings:
The Revd Alexandra Walsh will take up 
post as associate Priest in Buckingham; 
The Revd Rachel Lewis will take up post 
as Rector of Walbury Beacon Benefice; 
The Revd Jane Hemmings will take up 
post as Rector of akeman Benefice; The 
Revd Simon Cronk is now also area 
Dean of Wycombe; The Revd Andrew 
Parkinson has left his post as team Vicar 
of Blenheim Benefice; The Revd Jackie 
Jones has taken up post as team Chaplain 
for the Oxford Radcliffe hospitals trust; The 
Revd Sally Dakin will be leaving her post 
as Curate at Ruscombe and twyford; The 

Revd Edward Carter will be leaving his 
post as Priest in Charge at St Peter’s, Didcot 
and as area Dean; The Revd Derek West 
will be retiring from his post as team Vicar at 
uptom-cum-Chalvey Benefice. the following 
have been given permission to officiate: The 
Revd Martin Kettle; The Revd Tim Edge; 
The Revd Gill Barker; The Revd Jessica 
Turner; The Revd Pernilla Myrelid; 
The Revd Graham Stacey; The Revd 
Martin Sheldon. We recall with sadness 
the deaths of: the Revd David Saville; the 
Revd norman Cotton; the Revd John Cook; 
the Rt Revd Michael Mann; the Revd John 
Smith.

As Christians we are called to 
serve God and his people. 
Those of us who work in 
the Board of Education 

tend to try and live out that calling 
by supporting the education of our 
children and young people across 
the Diocese of Oxford. With 52,000 
children educated in church schools 
here, the Church has taken on a 
significant commitment to enable, 
nurture and develop those in our care. 

Arriving as Director of Education last 
year, I am privileged to inherit this long 
tradition of educational involvement. 
Though the external educational 
landscape is undergoing significant 
change, approximately 30 per cent 
of schools in the Diocese are and will 
remain Church of England schools. We 
are committed to continuing this work 
and intend to ensure that their values 
and ethos remain strongly rooted in 
the Christian tradition, no matter what 
other changes may take place in the 
years to come. 

As a small but dedicated education 
team in Church House, we work 
hard to reach out to all our schools, 
supporting leaders, governors, pupils 
and parents to make the most of the 
opportunities that being in a church 
school community can bring. We are 
also keen to support the community 
schools in the Diocese, and hope that 
church schools will display a willingness 
to work collaboratively with their 
neighbouring schools to add to the 
provision of excellent opportunities for 
children.

Whilst the ducation team has 
considerable leadership, governance, 
premises and other expertise to 
offer schools when needed, we are 
immensely reliant on the army of 
willing volunteers from the parishes to 
support schools on a regular, frequent 
and caring basis. 

Whether as governors, employees, 
helpers in schools in other ways such 
as hearing primary children read, 
offering children and young people 
a place to be themselves outside of 
school time via youth clubs or similar, 
or whether you lead collective worship 
in schools, the service that is offered 
to our schools by so many clergy and 
laity is both immense and appreciated. 
I would like to thank all of you who 
see your own calling as one to children 
and young people. 

Anne Davey is Director of Education for the 
Diocese of Oxford. 

 

Then Jesus wenT down wiTh his parenTs 
To nazareTh and was obedienT To Them. his 
moTher Treasured all These Things in her 
hearT. luke 2:51

It’s possible to make a few fairly specific 
forecasts about Sunday March 18th. 
The most certain is that all over Britain 
mothers will receive cards, the best 
ones being home-made with crayons 

or felt-tip pens and featuring hearts and 
smiley faces. There may well be presents, too, 
carefully if clumsily packaged and probably 
containing one or more of the following: 
chocolate (in various forms), cosmetics, 
handkerchiefs or funny aprons. From a more 
senior source (if the recipient is lucky) might 
come some flowers, a book, some half-decent 
perfume, or a subscription to a fashion 
magazine. If, however, he’s got it wrong (as 
he usually does) she might find herself with a 
toaster, a new iron or even a season ticket for 
Oxford United. It’s Mothers’ Day! 

Of course, as far as the Church is 
concerned it’s nothing of the kind. It’s 
‘Mothering Sunday’, which sounds quite 
menacing, really - too near ‘smother’ for 
comfort. Yet it did all start in church long 
ago, with a Lesson for the fourth Sunday of 
Lent which included the phrase ‘Jerusalem 
which is above, the mother of us all’ and a 
tradition of welcoming apprentices home 
halfway through the Lenten fast bearing 
simnel cakes for their mothers. 

But then the greeting card industry got 
interested, the occasion spread to America 

and bingo - it was suddenly retail riches. 
However, there’s no doubt that the whole 
idea of honouring mothers, or ‘motherhood’, 
on a special day represents a genuine human 
response. It’s a welcome opportunity to 
recognise that mothers tend to play a rather 
big role in everyone’s life and to say ‘thanks’ 
to them. On that basis, Mothering Sunday/
Mothers’ Day is definitely a ‘good thing’.

It’s also quite a good thing for the church, 
because families like to come together on 
this particular day, and by tradition (fairly 
recent, I suspect) posies of flowers are 
provided in church for the children to give 
to their mums - and sometimes grandmas, 
too. The congregation is noticeably larger 
and younger than usual on Mothering 
Sunday. Numbers are swollen by husbands 
abandoning the Sunday round of golf for 
a church pew, and children who have been 
slaving over the afore-mentioned cards and 
are quite interested to see what the posies 
will be like. 

Because the following weekend is the feast 
of the Annunciation (the angel Gabriel 
telling Mary that she was going to have a 
baby), preachers may justifiably point out 
how crucial the role of motherhood also is in 
the whole Christian story. All those paintings 
and stained glass windows of the Madonna 
and Child remind us that, just like all the 
rest of us, Jesus had a mother who fed and 
nurtured him, guided him through the years 
of childhood and stood by him later on when 
things were dark and dreadful. 

Some chocolate, some flowers, a phone 
call, a family visit to church and a nice lunch 
out - only gestures, perhaps, but they are ways 
of saying ‘thank you, mum’. She deserves it, 
doesn’t she?

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan Adviser on 
Evangelism, former BBC head of religious affairs, a broadcaster 
and author of many books. www.davidwinter-author.co.uk

Thought for 
the Month

By David Winter

A Pause for Punctuation
Phil Ireland, pictured left at 
Cherwell Valley Radio with 
some of our new Audio Door 
team, on how he got involved:

Over the years i have been a 
reader in services and helped 
run an advent Sunday service at 
St Mary’s, Kintbury in Berkshire. 

i am part of the group who 
prepare the intercessions and 
through these experiences i 
have learnt the power of the 
pause and how to listen to the 
moment’s silence in between 
sentences, paragraphs and 
prayers.  On occasion friends 
at church have made kind 
comments about how i read. 

One evening later in the 
summer i was working on an 
intercession for the following 
Sunday; as usual i went to the 
website and the first page that 
came up was an article asking 
for volunteers to work on the 
spoken version of the Door. i 
emailed and was invited to a 
meeting with the organisers and 
other volunteers. 

We learnt that we were to 
record the Door news pages 
in the Radio Cherwell hospital 
studios in Oxford. Once 
the recordings are finished 
memory sticks are prepared 
for the Door’s visually impaired 
readers. We have had training 
sessions at Radio Cherwell, to 
get to grips with the recording 
equipment and each to do our 
first readings. 

three of us have volunteered 
to learn how to make the 
recordings – from setting 
recording levels for each 
reader to preparing the finished 
memory sticks for distribution. 
it is fascinating to find out 
how readings can be edited to 
produce a perfect recording. 

On the last thursday of the 
month we each receive a copy 
of the next month’s Door. the 
recording has now been put 
on the website: www.oxford.
anglican.org so we have gone 
global. 
it’s an amazing experience and 
well worth doing. there is a 
good team spirit and it’s fun! 

Competition Winner
the winner of the new edition 
of Betjeman’s Best British 
Churches is Fiona hode from 
Pangbourne, Berkshire. We 
would like to thank everyone 
who took the time to take part 
in our Door survey and enter the 
contest. 
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TAYLORS
(OF OXFORD)

AND ACCESSORIES
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 

and Robemakers
109 COWLEY ROAD
OXFORD OX4 1HU

TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022

• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 

• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 
• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL

ROBEMAKERS

www.taylorsofoxford.com

LeadcraftLeadcraft
Stained Glass Studio

STAINED GLASS ARTISTS
AND CRAFTSMEN

Traditional leaded lights made and
repaired.

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted
and decorative glass for windows and

doors and also internal window cleaning
Ecclesiastical and Residential

3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA
Tel: 0118 956 8534  
Fax: 0118 957 5865

www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.uk
By appointment only

God in the life of... 

I met Bob after Music on Mondays, 
a free weekly lunch-time concert 
at St Michael in the Northgate, the 
oldest church in Oxford. We chat 
in the tower room at the back of 

the church – a stone room decked out 
with comfy seats and icons.

Bob, who was born in Redditch 
but moved around a lot during his 
childhood,  began his ministry in 
Liverpool, where he broke the rules and 
became vicar of the church where he 
was curate before becoming the late Rt 
Revd David Sheppard’s chaplain. From 
there he moved to Pakistan where he 
worked for the Church Mission Society, 
with the Rt Revd Michael Nazir Ali, the 
former Bishop of Rochester. He worked 
as regional director for the Middle East 
and Central Asia. “I had 20 countries in 
my parish, which stretched from Algeria 
to Pakistan, Yemen, Uzbekistan. I was 
responsible for how CMS related to 
those 20 countries.

“One particularly intensive 
involvement was that CMS was 
a member of the International 
Development Agency in Afghanistan. 
I was the head of a team of 150 adults 
working with the Afghan Government 
and agencies. I was there in the 1990s 
and saw the Soviet withdrawal and the 
arrival of the Taliban, but had left by the 
arrival of the coalition forces.

“It was very, very chaotic. I went back 
to Kabul and they were putting windows 
into new buildings. I can’t remember a 
building with windows. I had 14 years 
when my job was extremely dangerous. 
I had four children and they lived in 
Pakistan, but when the regional brief 
began my family moved to London and 
then Oxford.”

Bob met his wife Sheila, who is from 

Chicago, in Oxford and the couple 
married at St Ebbe’s Church. Bob 
said: “I’d like to pay tribute to Sheila. I 
made a number of trips that were very 
dangerous and there was a real chance 
I wouldn’t come back. Those 14 years 
were a real learning curve for me but I 
felt it was the right thing to do.”

While he can’t talk about much of 
what happened in the Middle East, 
Bob says it helped him think of the 
Church as global. “I ask people to tell 
me how many of those 20 countries 
had no Christians in them. I didn’t go 
to anywhere I didn’t find indigenous 
Christians, including Afghanistan and 
Iran.  

After the Middle East Bob went back 

to become a Rector in Liverpool, before 
he was appointed Dean of Birmingham 
Cathedral, where he stayed three-and-a-
half years. A challenging family situation 
saw him and Sheila look to move back 
to Oxford. He is now full-time vicar of 
St Michael in the Northgate, which is 
a worshipping community in its own 
right but also has a role to play in the 
busy city centre. He is also City Rector, 
an appointment made by Oxford City 
Council that traditionally goes with the 
job at St Michael’s.

The church itself was originally at the 
gate over Cornmarket, where the prison 
where Latimer, Ridley and Cranmer 
were incarcerated once stood. “The 
church stood at the gate and its calling 

was the protection of the city,” said Bob. 
“The gate is not there any more but the 
call on the church hasn’t stopped and I 
work to meet that call and I’m still trying 
to work out what that means. 

“I come to it with experience from 
Birmingham and Liverpool of the 
Christian church in the public domain 
and 14 years of very privileged but very 
dangerous ministry in the Middle East,” 
said Bob, who walked into the role on 
27 December, 2009. One of his first jobs 
was to arrange a programme for Music 
on Mondays, which had been started by 
one of the church organists as a series 
of organ recitals. Now it is a varied 
programme which includes jazz and 
classical music played to an often full 
church. 

“When I was first here we had about 
28 people in the audience. Last year we 
averaged 70 people over 39 concerts.”

Describing his ministry at St Michael’s, 
Bob visualises a Venn diagram of three 
circles: a Christian community with a 
civic responsibility and a city centre 
opportunity. Bob regularly visits the 
shops in the city centre, and famously 
made it into the Oxford Mail when a 
columnist spotted him chatting to the 
manager in Ann Summers. He’d been 
challenged to go into the lingerie store 
by a colleague. “They described me as an 
‘old school people person’ and if that’s 
how people see me operating that’s 
great,” he said. 

“St Michael’s is the home of a 
worshipping community. Last Sunday we 
had 59 people here. That’s what turns it 
from a pile of old stones into a church. 
We have a public ministry and we have 
some really good people who have been 
in the church a long time and have 
stuck with it. I am the City Rector which 
means I go to council meetings and 
formal occasions like Remembrance. 

“Every year nine million visitors come 
to Oxford. Of those, eight million walk 
past this place, as well as the people who 
live here. 

“I’m extremely grateful that we have 
the tower people can pay to climb. That 
means there is always someone on site so 
we are always open.”

after working in some of 
the world’s most dangerous 
countries, The Very Revd 
Bob Wilkes has settled as 
City Rector for Oxford. he 
tells Jo Duckles his story. 

The city Rector

UNIVERSAL CARE
always there

To Advertise In the Door 
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01752 225623
To Advertise in the Month Call 
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